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Global Fund congratulates one of the Principal Recipients,
Beyond Zero post the signing of the grant agreement. Pictured left to right: Mark Edington (Head of Grant Division - Global Fund);
Dr Sisanda Gaga (CEO - Beyond Zero); Dr Sandile Buthelezi (Global Fund CCM Chair & SANAC CEO).

Response efforts by South Africa against HIV, AIDS and TB have received a huge
boost with the recent signing of a multibillion-rand grant from the Global Fund for the
period 2019-2022.
The grant agreement, totalling $369m (R5bn), was signed at the Sefako Makgatho
Presidential Guesthouse in Pretoria on 26 April. It will be administered through the
Global Fund Country Coordinating Mechanism chaired by the SANAC CEO, Dr
Sandile Buthelezi. The three Principal Recipients (PRs) of the grant are AIDS Foundation
South Africa (AFSA), Beyond Zero and the National Department of Health.
The grant is aimed at helping South Africa scale up interventions against HIV and TB
with a special focus on key and vulnerable populations such as adolescent girls and
young women, LGBTI populations, sex workers, men who have sex with men (MSMs),
drug users, inmates and mineworkers.

Continue on p.2
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The fund will also contribute to the ongoing implementation of the current National Strategic Plan (NSP) 2017 – 2022 and the recently
announced targets which include initiating an additional 2 million people on HIV treatment, and also find 160 000 missing tuberculosis
(TB) patients by the year 2020. These ambitious targets are in line with the announcement by President Cyril Ramaphosa during his
inaugural State of the Nation address in 2018 to accelerate HIV and TB response.
Health Minister, Dr Aaron Motsoaledi delivered the keynote address on behalf of the SANAC Chairperson, Deputy President David
Mabuza who could not attend due to other State commitments.

Speaking on behalf of Deputy President Mabuza,
Motsoaledi expressed gratitude to the Global Fund.
“Whilst our government is the major financier of both HIV
and TB programmes domestically, I wish to thank the
Global Fund for its support over the years. Without our two
most significant international donors – Global Fund and
PEPFAR – we would not have achieved as much as we
have,” said Motsoaledi.
Since inception in 2001, the Global Fund has invested
more than $917m in South Africa, which has aided the
country in its fight against HIV/AIDS and TB.
Currently, South Africa has the world’s largest HIV
treatment programme with more than 4.5 million people
receiving antiretroviral (ARV) treatment. Government, with
its social and international partners, has been able to halve
the number of new infections a year, from 490,000 in
2006 to 231,000 in 2017.
During the signing ceremony, the SANAC Board of
Trustees Chairperson, Dr Yacoob Abba Omar thanked the
Global Fund and paid tribute to the cabinet, particularly
the SANAC Chairperson Deputy President Mabuza,
development partners and the SANAC Civil Society Forum
for support and advice concerning response efforts against
HIV, TB and STIs in South Africa.

Global Fund CCM Chair & SANAC CEO, Dr Sandile Buthelezi.

“This grant will indeed bring South Africa closer to ending
these three epidemics as public health threats. We thank
the Global Fund for heading our call as a country for more
resources towards ending HIV, TB and AIDS.”
Dr Abba Omar added that the Principal Recipients of the
new grant have already done sterling work in response to
HIV, TB and STIs in various high-burden areas where HIV
and TB is wreaking havoc.
“As done with previous recipients, the Global Fund CCM
will continue to give the new PRs the support they need to
successfully implement their project plans under this grant,”
said Dr Abba Omar.

“This grant will indeed bring South Africa closer to
ending these three epidemics as public health
threats. We thank the Global Fund for heading our
call as a country for more resources towards ending
HIV, TB and AIDS.”
Dr Abba Omar
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Cabinet ministers, members of the Diplomatic Corps,
business and the private sector, attended the signing
ceremony. The ambassadors of France, Germany and the
European Union pledged their continued support to South
Africa through the Global Fund. The French Ambassador,
His Excellency Christopher Farnaud issued a general call
to other governments to invest in the Global Fund and
added that France will be hosting the Global Fund 6th
Replenishment Conference in October. France is the
founding member and second largest contributor to the
Global Fund.
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St George’s Cathedral Dedicates a Special
Service to TB
- Nelson Dlamini

The day’s sermon was delivered to align with the day’s proceedings of
commemorating World TB Day.

The leaders receiving a special blessing

The iconic St George’s Cathedral Anglican Church in central
Cape Town once again made history by hosting a special
church service dedicated to TB on World TB Day 2019 (24
March). The Cathedral also illuminated its outside walls in red
later that evening to shine the spotlight on TB.

“March 24 marks the day in 1882 when Dr Robert Kock
announced that he had discovered the bacterium that causes
TB, which opened the way towards diagnosing and curing
the infection,” said Health Minister Motsoaledi.
Miss South Africa, Tamaryn Green encouraged everyone,
especially the youth, to speak out and seek treatment when
diagnosed with TB. She contracted TB whilst she was a third
year medical student. Green says she kept quiet about it,
however, he family and friends finally helped her deal with
the infection.

Speaker of the National Assembly Baleka Mbethe; Health
Minister Dr Aaron Motsoaledi; Western Cape Health MEC
Nomafrench Mbombo; SANAC Civil Society & SANAC
Council Co-Chair Steve Letsike; SANAC CEO Dr Sandile
Buthelezi, religious leaders, other government officials,
development agencies and the church community gathered at
St George’s Cathedral in central Cape Town to commemorate
this year’s World TB Day. This was in keeping with the theme
‘Religious Leaders, Parliamentarians and Legislators Leading the
Fight to End TB in South Africa’.

“I was very emotional when I spoke about it for the first time,
because I felt stigmatised. So, I have been trying to encourage everyone out there who either has the disease or has a
family member, lost someone to this disease, to not be afraid
of it. Whenever I can, at any event, I go out and spread the
word that TB can affect anyone. It doesn’t discriminate; most
importantly, it’s curable!” said Green.

This was to encourage such leaders to be an the forefront of TB
response efforts in the country since they have a significant
reach and impact in communities they serve.

Dr Motsoaledi explained that TB remains the number one killer
among the infectious diseases in the world and that this should
not be the case because TB is curable and preventable.
“In South Africa the missing TB cases are 160 000.

The special service was also attended by TB Ambassadors
such as the reigning Miss South Africa, Tamaryn Green, HRH
Prince Nhanganiso Zulu (son of Zulu Monarch, King Zwelithini
kaBhekuzulu), Former beauty queen and media personality
Gerry Rantseli-Elsdon who are all TB survivors.
St George’s is well-known for hosting special services dedicated to, inter alia, issues of social justice, peace and socio-economic agendas.

Between April and September last year, we followed people
in their homes, we discovered 38 000 had TB, but didn’t
know! Those people are now on treatment, but we want to
reach 80 000 people by the end of 2020,” said Dr
Motsoaledi.

Shortly after the service, Dr Motsoaledi gave an update of the
state of TB in South Africa and also explained why World TB
Day is commemorated on 24 March.

The official commemoration was later held at Sisa Dukashe
Stadium on 28 March in Mdantsane, outside East London in
the province of Eastern Cape.
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KwaZulu Natal Launches An Accelerated TB
Prevention Campaign
- Nelson Dlamini

SANAC Chairperson, Deputy President David Mabuza accompanied by KZN Health MEC
Dr Sibongiseni Dhlomo, eThekwini Mayor Cllr Zandile Gumede and other officials during
household visits on the morning of the KZN TB Campaign Launch.

During TB Month (March), KwaZulu-Natal launched an
accelerated TB prevention campaign at J. L. Dube Stadium in
Inanda, Durban on 15 March 2019 with TB Ambassadors
and Amakhosi. The campaign seeks to mobilise traditional
leaders, TB Ambassadors and the whole nation to join the
national effort of finding missing TB patients and link them to
care.
This initiative is also in line with a commitment made by Heads
of State and Government in the first ever High Level Meeting
on TB that took place in September 2018 at the United
Nations in New York, USA. In that meeting, the Heads of
State and Government took a decision that countries must
collectively trace 4 million people infected with TB but not on
treatment.

SANAC Chairperson, Deputy President David Mabuza officially launches
the KZN TB Campaign.

As a response, South Africa has decided to trace and find at
least 80 000 by December 2020 as part of its national efforts.

The World TB Day this year was commemorated under the theme:
IT’S TIME! For Religious Leaders, Parliamentarians and Legislators
to Lead the Fight to End TB in South Africa.
SANAC Chairperson, Deputy President David Mabuza led the
launch in KwaZulu Natal; he was accompanied by Health
Minister, Dr Aaron Motsoaledi, KwaZulu-Natal Acting Premier,
Nomusa Dube-Ncube, KZN MEC for Health, Dr Sibongiseni
Dhlomo, eThekwini Mayor, Cllr Zandile Gumede, SANAC CEO,
Dr Sandile Buthelezi, Amakhosi and TB Ambassadors. Prior to the
formal event, all the above leaders made household visits to ten
homes where they encouraged family members to be screened
and tested for TB.

The launch in KwaZulu-Natal also served as a build up to the
national World TB Day commemoration, which was held
during a church service on Sunday, 24 March in the Western
Cape. The main commemoration was held at Sisa Dukashe
Stadium in Mdantsane, near East London on 28 March in the
Eastern Cape.

All family members suspected to have TB infection were urgently
referred to healthcare facilities closest to them for immediate
medical attention and initiation to treatment where necessary. This
was followed by the main community event where the Provincial
Turnaround Plan was tabled and the Deputy President formally
launched the TB Prevention Campaign.

Each country has its share of the missing 4 million and South
Africa’s share is 160 000.
In South Africa, approximately 15-20% of all TB reported cases
are children, and it is among the top five underlying causes of
death in children under 5 years of age. KwaZulu-Natal has the
greatest TB and HIV burden in the country.
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Health Minister Shares
Shocking Stats at the
Commemoration of
World TB Day 2019
- Nelson Dlamini
Health minister, Dr Aaron Motsoaledi announced at the World
TB Day commemoration in Mdantsane on Thursday that out of
97,000 people screened for tuberculosis (TB) in the Eastern
Cape, 376 had tested positive in the last 26 days.
Dr Motsoaledi was speaking at the Sisa Dukashe Stadium,
where he and provincial government figureheads marked
World TB Day. National government has embarked in a
commemoration campaign, headed by the SANAC
Chairperson, Deputy President David Mabuza, criss-crossing the
country for the whole TB Month (March), raising TB awareness.
Dignitaries at the official commemoration included the Eastern
Cape Premier Phumulo Masualle, Buffalo City Metro Mayor
Xola Pakati, Health MEC Helen Sauls-August.
Dr Motsoaledi said they were concerned with the high number
of people who had tested positive for TB.
“In 26 days only, provincial government officials found 376
people who have TB and 322 of them have started treatment
and the other 54 haven’t yet started treatment. I gave an
instruction to nurses that they must go out and find them and put
them on treatment.

“We’re very concerned about the high number
and that’s why in 2017, the United Nations called
heads of states to go to New York…to say: ‘please
talk about this disease because it’s a silent killer.
It troubles us’.

Eastern Cape Premier, Phumulo Masualle

Health Minister, Dr Aaron Motsoaledi
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Nathi Mankayi provided entertainment for the day. Loyiso Bala had also performed earlier.

“The TB campaign, where 97,000 people were tested, has
been there all the time, but the reason I was making a noise
about it is because we need to do more,” said the Health
Minister.

from the taxi drivers since they have access to thousands of
people on a daily basis. Masualle added that residents had told
him about their waiting-time concerns at health facilities in
Mdantsane, an issue he intends to attend to with the provincial
health MEC.

Dr Motsoaledi said the campaign focused on vulnerable
people, especially in families where a member had suffered TB.

TB-HIV care regional manager, Luzuko Tosh said his
organisation had screened 53 people for HIV and TB at the
event. His organisation was one of nearly thirty NGOs that
screened residents at the event and in the community pre, during
and after the official commemoration of World TB Day 2019.

“We first start by screening. We don’t just bring everyone
because testing can mean testing your sputum, and you might
not have it if you’re not even coughing. They do oral
screening first, where you’re asked five key questions. Those
questions assist in identifying potential TB cases.”
Earlier, Motsoaledi visited a family in Mdantsane, where he
heard that a man, who had multi drug-resistant TB, had gone
to two hospitals which had failed to diagnose him.
“He went to the clinic and found out he had TB, which means
the hospitals were not looking for TB, they were looking for
whatever secondary infection that brought him to the hospital.

“ The TB campaign,

where 97,000
people were tested,
has been there all the time,
but the reason I was making a
noise about it is
because we need to do more,”

“That’s why I maintain that people should ask to be screened.
“Again, we asked ourselves what were the contributing
factors, so we looked at the people who have had TB before.
I think for us, not waiting for people to come to our facilities
and going out there, is the best way going forward.”
Motsoaledi and Masualle signed a memorandum at the
Highway taxi rank in Mdantsane, establishing a collaboration
between provincial government and the taxi associations.
Masualle said this move was intended to solicit participation

- Minister Aaron Motsoaledi
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Drugs and Alcohol A big Issue for
Kakamas Boys
- Karabo Skosana

Some of the Boys who participated in the assembly.

The youth in Kakamas are battling with a serious challenge of
substance and alcohol abuse that has its tentacles wrapped
around the youth of Kakamas, especially boys and young
men. This emerged during a Boys’ Assembly led by the
Department of Social Development (DSD) and SANAC in
Kakamas, Northern Cape on 03 March 2019.

The Assembly was facilitated by Radio & TV personality Smash Afrika (left)
who is pictured with Deputy Minister of Social Development,
Hendrietta Bogopane-Zulu.

“It is important for us to also take care of our boys and men. If
we want to win this war, we must realise that boys and men are
our allies and therefore it is important to make sure that we don’t
forget about our boys. You cannot empower the girl child by
disempowering the boy child because the two co-exist,” said the
Deputy Minister.

Over 500 young men and boys in and around Kakamas, a
semi-rural town, 96km outside Upington attended the Boys’
Summit as part of the Boys Championing Change that falls
under the Men Championing Change social and behaviour
change programmes implemented by DSD and SANAC
across South Africa. This specific social behaviour change
programme targets Boys and Men in response to the
scourging levels of gender based violence, substance abuse
and the spread of HIV.

She also added that more had to be done to address the issues
expressed by the young men and boys who attended the event,
chief among them, alcohol and drug abuse which act as
protagonists in many social and structural ills.

The programme is aligned with Goal 4 of the National
Strategic Plan for HIV, TB and STIs (2017-2022), which aims
to address social and structural drivers of HIV such as gender
based violence and substance abuse.

A 14-year-old boy who attended the Assembly, stood up to
express his thoughts on the role of boys in ending the cycle
against violence. “We as boys must protect women and not
harm them, we must realise that women are also equal and we
don’t have a right to abuse them.”
The Assembly was also an opportune moment for reflection and
knowledge sharing, so that going forward, all programmes for
Boys and Men can benefit from joint learnings.

The Deputy Minister of Social development, Ms. Hendrietta
Bogopane-Zulu attended the Assembly and opined that in
order to win the war against gender-based violence and other
social ills, it is important to treat men and boys as equal
partners and that boys shouldn’t be left behind.
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YOLO Jam Session:
Giving the Youth a Platform to Engage
- Nelson Dlamini

The Youth delegation from North West who participated in the YOLO Jam Session.

The objectives of the session were outlined as follows:
• Build a sense of ownership amongst the youth for the YOLO programme
• Develop age-appropriate messaging and suggest relevant mediums to
reach the targeted population
• Develop an action plan for youth participation in the YOLO programme

A breakaway session during the YOLO Jam session.

The National Department of Social Development and
SANAC hosted a session which brought together
young people from across the country to Pretoria with
an aim to refine the social behaviour change
programme YOLO (You Only Live Once) currently
being implemented in various provinces.
YOLO is implemented by community-based organisations through SANAC and is funded by the National
Department of Social Development.
The session, dubbed YOLO Jam Session, provided a
platform for the youth to have a ‘conversation’ about
the identity and direction of the programme. The
session was also an opportunity to engage with the
YOLO programme implementers with a view to
influence messaging, the shape and design of YOLO.

The session was hosted in a picnic-style setting to allow the youth to engage
in a relaxed and comfortable environment. This allowed for a robust
dialogue about issues affecting the youth and how YOLO could be improved
for maximum impact.

More about YOLO
YOLO targets young people aged 15-24, irrespective of their gender
and has been developed to respond to the social and behavioural
drivers of HIV. It was developed by DSD with a view to reduce risky
sexual behaviours among young people.
The programme is aimed at building resilience among young people
to enable them to withstand the pressures that lead to risk taking. The
emphasis is on the developmental needs of young people which
include achieving a sense of identity and a need for positive social
interaction; as well as a young person’s social skills which includes
developing their self-confidence, positive self-image, assertiveness and
decision-making skills.
YOLO adopts a participatory approach – supporting programme
activities and facilitation style of the have been designed to enhance
personnel growth and promote behaviour change with a view to
reducing HIV infections, encouraging testing for HIV and the prevention of teenage pregnancies. The programme further emphasizes the
importance of support from parents and communities to enable young
people to make informed decisions.
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Getting to know…Coceka Nogoduka,
SANAC’s new NSP Executive Manager
- Nelson Dlamini
of reporting to international platforms and bodies we are
accountable to about issues of HIV, TB and STI response.

What do you find most fulfilling about this work at
SANAC level?
Having a bird’s eye view! At an implementation level, there is a lot
of running around to ensure that things are done and during that
process, there is a lot you might miss. But at this level, you’re able
to collate everything and get an overview of the bigger picture.
You are in a position to analyse what’s working and what isn’t. For
me, that’s exciting!

Moving away from work, what’s the most interesting
thing about you as a person?
I am a mother to a nine-year old boy who thinks he is nineteen! It’s
an exciting experience; one that is also challenging at times. What
scares me about him is that he is more like me and more! An
amplified version of me! His presence has changed my
perceptions on some things, when you have a child, everything
you do you try to ensure that you’re creating a better future for
them. When you’re raising a son, issues of gender-based violence
and women empowerment take centre stage – everyday when you
get home you try to groom this little one to grow up and be a
better man in society.

Ms. Coceka Nogoduka, Executive Manager: NSP

Who is Coceka?
I was born and bred in Cape Town and also studied there until
tertiary. I studied Biomedical Technology and specialised in
Virology so I have always had love for HIV work. I have worked
with a few entities within the space such as MRC, Eastern Cape
Department of Health and I’ve also worked with PEPFAR. Before
joining SANAC, I was with FHI360.

How do you spend your free time/unwind?

How has the transition from where you were to
SANAC been?

Unwinding is a bit difficult during the week because I often take
work home and then there is homework for the little one, but on
weekends, I always try to have some “me time”. I spend time with
friends to catch up or go to movies; I also enjoy movies a lot! I am
not really into any sports, I try to do yoga, however, I’m not so
committed due to time constraints. I do take care of myself though;
I like to get massages and the like.

There is quite a difference, however, it’s not that great.
The work is quite similar in many respects. The project I worked
on at FH360 was handling umbrella grants so we were
providing funding to local NGOs to do implementation. Our job
was to coordinate, facilitate and provide capacity building and
support. The work between FHI360 and SANAC is similar in
terms of the day-to-day activities but the scope is bigger at
SANAC because there is myriad of sectors; government, civil
society, the private sector etc.

What are you most passionate about as a person?
What drives you?
Looking at my track record career-wise, issues affecting women are
close to my heart in any space I occupy. As soon as I settle in at
SANAC, you’ll notice that most interventions I’m going to drive will
be women-centred. For instance, if one continues to promote male
condoms; women still need to negotiate their use but lack the
power and the capacity to do so. This means we need to do more
to empower women in such contexts. HIV prevention commodities
are male-centred and women have little control over them. I’d like
to change that narrative so that women have the power to decide.

Can you give us an overview of what you do at SANAC?
In a nutshell, my function is to ensure or facilitate the
implementation of the NSP (National Strategic Plan) by all
stakeholders. Ensure that there are well-functioning structures for
implementation at national, provincial, district and local level to
that effect - these are your Provincial AIDS Councils and the like.
My Unit also has to lobby for and provide support for policy
developments that the different stakeholders should explore – also
ensure that they are able to create platforms to disseminate policy
directives. We also support government and other stakeholders
with research so that we’re able to inform policy for an effective
implementation of the NSP. We also support the country in terms

Anything else you’d like to share with us?
Well, it’s my second time at SANAC. The first time I was seconded
and responsible for driving the key populations portfolio. This time
around, I’d like to see what has been the progress in that space.
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Scenes from the KZN TB Campaign

National TB Ambassadors, The University of Zululand Choir provided
entertainment for the day.

The J.L Dube Stadium was filled to capacity during the KZN TB Launch.

Scenes from the Global Fund Signing Ceremony

The Signing Ceremony was attended by cabinet ministers & deputies;
Ambassadors, Government Officials, Development Partners and Civil Society.

Mark Edington, Head of Grant Division at the Global Fund.
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The HR hangout...
- HR & Comms Desks

In this issue,
habits to improve your day
Everyone is looking for ways to be more productive on
the job and experts argue that excessive amounts of
caffeine and list-making might not get you any closer to
reaching the desired productivity levels.
So, how to get the most out of your day? Try these steps
by one of my favourite development coaches, Ilya Pozin
(edited content):

looks at helpful

Tackle your challenging tasks before lunch.
Knock out your most challenging work when your brain is fresh.
If you have any busy work or meetings, save them for the
afternoon. By scheduling your day this way, you’ll be able to
create a new and more productive way to manage your time.

Follow the 80/20 rule.

Create a system.

Only 20 percent of what you do each day produces 80 percent
of your results. Eliminate the things that don’t matter during your
workday -- they have a minimal effect on your overall productivity.
For example, break your next project down into steps and
systematically remove tasks until you end up with the 20 percent
that gets the 80 percent of results.

You’ve probably developed a few productivity-ruining habits
over the years. Manage your distracting ways by creating a
system. For those of you who check your emails compulsively,
plan a morning, afternoon, and evening time slot to manage
your inbox. Otherwise, you’ll get distracted from
accomplishing more important goals throughout the day.

Take more breaks.

Cut your to-do list in half.

The ache in your brain after several long hours of work should be
your signal to take a break. Since your brain has used up its
glucose, give yourself a moment to refresh by going for a walk,
grabbing lunch or a snack, or just meditating. You’ll come back
recharged and ready to achieve greater efficiency.

Getting things done during your workday shouldn’t mean
fitting in doing as much as possible in the sanctioned eight
hours. Do you really need those 30 tasks on your to-do list?
Take a less-is-more approach to your to-do list by only focusing
on accomplishing things that matter.
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