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- SANAC Board of Trustees

New Chief Executive Officer Dr. Thembisile Xulu

The Board of Trustees of the South African National AIDS Council (SANAC) 

announced the appointment of Dr. Thembisile Xulu as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 

of the SANAC Trust. She commenced her duties on 01 October 2020.

Dr. Xulu is a seasoned public health practitioner with a special focus on HIV and TB 

response. She was with the Right to Care (RTC) Group for over 15 years where she 

served in various capacities ranging from being Manager of the HIV Expert Treatment 

Programme to Executive Director of the Group in 2007 and served on the RTC board 

until March 2020. She was the Chief of Party of EQUIP, the first African-led USAID 

funded international consortium of HIV implementing partners which was established to 

rapidly scale up innovative HIV treatment and prevention solutions towards meeting the 

UNAIDS 90-90-90 goals in more than 10 PEPFAR supported countries. 
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Dr. Xulu is a medical doctor who graduated with an MBChB from the University of KwaZulu Natal. She further obtained two diplomas from The 

Colleges of Medicine of South Africa; one in Obstetrics and another in HIV Management. In 2008, she completed her Master’s Degree in Public 

Health (Health Management and Health Policy) from the University of the Witwatersrand. 

She is a 2010 Yale University World 

Fellow and she is also a Certified 

Director with the Institute of Directors 

of South Africa.

The Board Chairperson, Dr.Yacoob 

Abba Omar expressed gratitude to 

SANAC Executive Manager, Ms. 

Coceka Nogoduka who was acting 

as CEO since the departure of the 

former CEO, Dr Sandile Buthelezi – 

now Director General of the National 

Health Department. 

“Ms. Nogoduka was remarkable in 

executing her duties as the acting 

Chief. Her exceptional leadership 

skills ensured that the Trust remained 

stable during the recruitment process. 

She took over the position during 

a difficult time of the COVID - 19 

pandemic. 

She worked tirelessly to ensure that 

the work of SANAC is not derailed 

or compromised by the pandemic,” 

said Dr. Abba Omar.

The SANAC Board of Trustees 

welcomed Dr. Xulu and wished her 

well in her tenure. Her skills and 

expertise in HIV and TB, as well as her 

extensive experience in leadership 

and governance will undoubted-

ly stand her in good stead in this 

position.Dr. Xulu is a medical doctor who graduated with an MBChB from 
the University of KwaZulu Natal. She further obtained two diplomas 

from The Colleges of Medicine of South Africa; one in 
Obstetrics and another in HIV Management. In 2008, she completed 

her Master’s Degree in Public Health (Health Management and 
Health Policy) from the University of the Witwatersrand. 

New Chief Executive Officer Dr. Thembisile Xulu
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Addressing the Aftermath of COVID: Not Just 
a Fight Against a Single Virus 
- Mmapaseka Steve Letsike, SANAC Co-Chair

SANAC Co-Chair Mmapaseka Steve Letsike

Following a call to action that was developed by Frontline AIDS, 

the AIDS and Rights Alliance for Southern Africa, the Global 

Coalition of TB Activists and TB people, alongside community 

organisations on the frontline of the HIV and TB responses, and 

national, regional and global civil society groups committed to 

ending AIDS and TB, the South African National AIDS 

Council (SANAC) civil society is heading the call to the South 

African government, donors and United Nations (UN) partners to 

support our efforts, by committing to ensuring the mitigation of the 

impact of COVID - 19 on HIV and TB programmes and addressing 

the secondary impact of COVID - 19 in communities most impacted 

by AIDS and TB.

South Africa with over 7.7 million people living with HIV, has the 

highest number of HIV - positive people globally and is also amongst 

countries with a high TB burden. The estimated number of incident 

TB cases in SA for 2018 was 301 000 while the estimated number 

of deaths due to TB in the same year was 63 000. TB remains the 

leading cause of death in the country. The country has the highest 

number of confirmed COVID - 19 cases in the African continent. 

Wider spread of COVID ‐19 in Africa may result in millions of PLHIV 

being exposed to, and potentially infected with, SARS‐CoV‐2. There 

is uncertainty about its impact on this population and health systems 

directed to them. The World Health Organisation recently projected up 

to 3.6–5.5 million hospitalisations and 190 000 deaths in Africa from 

COVID ‐19 over the course of one year, while modelling by the Stop 

TB Partnership has also shown that an additional 1.4-million people 

could die due to the impact of lockdown on TB programmes, if control 

measures are inadequate.

As South Africa’s COVID - 19 lockdown moved to alert level one 

on Monday 21 September, allowing most social and economic 

activity to resume, containment and mitigation measures 

continue to be implemented, as these are essential for the control of the 

COVID - 19 pandemic. After years of progress in fighting HIV and 

TB, these measures have had an unintended impact on existing 

programmes of other important public health problems. 

Although most patients received additional medicines to continue their 

treatment at home amid the COVID - 19 outbreak, national data still 

showed that there was a decrease in the number of patients who visited 

healthcare facilities to get tested for HIV and TB, as well a decrease 

in the number of people with HIV and TB who received treatment. 

The socio-economic impact of COVID - 19 has exposed vulnerable 

populations because basic, first line defences such as water and 

sanitation are lacking in many communities. 

As the country with the highest number of people 
living with HIV and amongst the countries with a high 

TB burden, South Africa’s response to the 
COVID - 19 pandemic must include a recovery plan 

to get HIV and TB responses back on track to 
achieve the National Strategic Plan 2017–2022 

commitments.
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As these three epidemics now collide it is critical that public health programmes, that have taken tremendous efforts and years to optimise, remain 

uninterrupted. There is an urgent need for a recovery plan to get HIV and TB responses back on track to achieve the National Strategic Plan (NSP) 

2017–2022 commitments. COVID - 19 has demonstrated the important role that affected communities play in responding to health crises, reporting 

barriers to access and supporting peers and filling gaps in services. The pandemic is an opportunity for national HIV and TB responses to become 

more people-centred and to involve communities.

SANAC Co-Chair Mmapaseka Steve Letsike

As the SANAC civil society forum we are asking the South African 

government, donors and UN partners to support our efforts, by 

committing to the following actions during level one  lockdown of the 

COVID - 19 pandemic response:

Adapt HIV and TB programmes to mitigate the impact of COVID - 19 

and safeguard progress; 

Support innovative, fast-tracked and emergency policies for full 

implementation of decentralised and multi-month dispensing of 

antiretroviral treatment (ART) as recommended by theJoint United 

Nations Programme on HIV and Aids to allow clients to maintain ART 

adherence;

Protect frontline health workers through the provision of personal 

protective equipment and the training of frontline health staff, including 

community health workers; 

Reinforce systems for health so they don’t collapse by supporting urgent 

enhancements, including to supply chains, laboratory networks and 

community-led response systems; 

Provide psychosocial support services delivered through virtual 

platforms such as phone calls and social media platforms (e.g. 

Facebook and WhatsApp), replacing in‐person services while reducing 

the risk of SARS‐CoV‐2 transmission to clients and staff; Prioritise orphans, 

vulnerable children, adolescent girls and young women to receive 

virtual risk screening and linkage to essential services, including 

referrals if at risk for, or experiencing abuse, neglect or violence;

Create demand and capacity for HIV pre‐exposure prophylaxis, 

voluntary male medical circumcision, testing and rapid linkage to 

treatment. As a partnership between governments, technical partners, 

the private sector, civil society, health organisations and communities, 

SANAC has continued to bring diverse players together, building off 

each other’s strengths to deliver health solutions quickly and at scale. 

Lessons from the HIV and TB pandemics have shown that supporting 

community engagement and community-led responses will be critical in 

the fight against COVID - 19. This was evident in the collaboration in 

screening for COVID - 19 and the follow-up programme for contacts 

which saw the government announcing support for more than 50 000 

community health care workers who were deployed in communities, 

resulting in millions of people being screened for COVID - 19. 

During the COVID - 19 pandemic response we have noted an 

absolute devastation for our quest to end HIV and TB. If we were 

climbing a mountain before COVID - 19, that mountain has now 

become Mount Everest. We need to work extra hard to mitigate the 

damage and stay focused on HIV and TB for the long haul. Collaboration 

and solidarity within the HIV and TB communities are critical if we 

are to have any hope of getting back on track to reach the NSP and 

sustainable development goals.

Mitigating the impact of COVID - 19 on the communities most 

affected by HIV and TB will require swift action, extraordinary levels of 

leadership and collaboration and significant extra resources. We must 

recognise that this is not just a fight against a single virus, but a fight to 

protect and save lives from multiple infectious diseases. We must fight 

this new fight and we must sustain the unfinished fight against HIV and 

TB. Moreover, as in the fight against HIV and TB, in the fight against 

COVID - 19, we must leave no one behind. 

It may not be possible to meet the 2020 target of fewer than 500 000 

AIDS-related deaths globally, but gains in South Africa’s HIV and TB 

responses must not be reversed.
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Country Reflections on the National Sex Work
Programme
- Nelson Dlamini

The Sex Worker Sector of the South African National AIDS Council 

Civil Society Forum (SANAC CSF) in collaboration with the 

Departments of Social Development, Justice, Police and Health hosted 

a sex worker dialogue in October. The engagement was supported by 

the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), which is the sexual and 

reproductive health agency of the UN.

In the South African context, sex workers have least access to 

prevention, care and treatment services since their occupation is 

criminalized and often stigmatized. Goal 3 of the current National 

Strategic Plan for HIV, TB and STIs (2017-2022) aims to reach all 

key and vulnerable populations with comprehensive, customized and 

targeted interventions. This is to be achieved through the 

implementation of the National Sex Worker HIV Plan that outlines a 

comprehensive and nationally coordinated response tailored to sex 

workers’ specific needs and includes a core package of services for 

them, their partners, clients and families.

The COVID - 19 pandemic and the subsequent national lockdown 

has exacerbated existing challenges faced by sex workers. Reports of 

human rights violations and sexual violence among sex workers have 

increased since the lockdown began.

Stay-at-home orders have also wreaked havoc on the provision of 

reproductive health services and life-saving treatment for HIV, TB and 

other infectious diseases.

It is against this backdrop that the Deputy Minister of Social 

Development, Hon. Hendrietta Bogopane-Zulu, SANAC, UNFPA 

and sex worker advocacy groups thought it necessary to host the 

dialogue. It was to facilitate a robust engagement between sex workers, 

government, civil society, developmental partners and the general 

public about priorities of the for the sex sector. These priorities include 

sex worker community-driven programmes that combine structural, 

behavioural and biomedical approaches that facilitate improved HIV 

and TB outcomes.

During the dialogue, sex workers came out strongly to condemn the 

slow progress in legal reforms against the criminalisation of the trade 

which leaves them vulnerable to abuse by clients and law enforcement. 

The new National Sex Worker HIV Plan (2019-2022) development 

through SANAC, has been enacted and will guide nation on how to 

appropriately respond the plight of the sex worker sector. 

The dialogue was also attended by Dr. Mbulawa Mugabe, Country 

Director of UNAIDS, sex worker advocacy groups SWEAT and 

Sisonke, representatives from government, private and research sectors. 

File Image - Sex Workers
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HIV prevention tools such as the dapivirine vaginal 

ring give back power to vulnerable women in such 

circumstances. By design, most HIV prevention commod-

ities are largely biased towards men; however, this tool 

changes the narrative and puts women first. 

Congratulations are in order to the International Partner-

ships for Microbicides (IPM) who developed the ring. 

Their endeavours have indeed contributed immensely to 

the HIV Prevention Revolution Agenda and affirmation 

of sexual and reproductive rights for women and girls, 

especially in disadvantaged countries. Adolescent girls 

and young women between the ages of 15 and 24 are 

the hardest hit by HIV infection in South Africa and other 

parts of the world.

Prevention commodities such as the vaginal ring help to 

bring us closer to the global goal of ending AIDS as a 

public health threat by the year 2030. We hope that the 

next stage of the process, which is to get country reg-

ulatory authorities to review the ring, will be successful 

and expedited to ensure that the women of Sub-Saharan 

Africa gain access to this life-saving tool.

Depivirine Ring – A
Game-Changer in HIV
Prevention
- Nelson Dlamini
The South African National AIDS Council (SANAC) welcomed the recent 

positive opinion on the depivirine vaginal ring from the European Medicines 

Agency (EMA), an agency of the European Union in charge of the evalua-

tion and supervision of medicinal products.

A Positive Opinion from one of the world’s most powerful political and 

economic Unions is a much-needed vote of confidence, which certainly paves 

the way for advancing the rollout of this vital HIV prevention bio-medical 

commodity. 

The ring does not only provide a long-lasting and discrete prevention tool for women, but it also expands HIV prevention options for women in low 

to middle-income countries – the majority of which, are in Sub-Saharan Africa.Due to archaic cultural, traditional, religious practices/principles that 

the African continent is deeply rooted in, most women are stuck in oppressive and patriarchal environments where negotiation for safe sex is minimal 

or non-existent. 
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World Hepatitis Day: Stigma Remains the 
Biggest Issue
- Nelson Dlamini

Hepatitis B and C is common among people who inject drugs (PWID) 

since it transmits in a similar fashion to HIV – this is through blood from an 

infected person. The transmission occurs when needles and syringes are 

shared or during unprotected sex, especially anal sex where bleeding is 

common.

Dr. Zukiswa Pinini from the National Department of Health said Hepatitis 

is the 7th leading cause of death and the most common cause of liver 

cancer. She said there is an urgent need to reach everyone with 

interventions that will disrupt the spread of viral hepatitis, especially drug 

users who are living with HIV.

“There is no reason for people to succumb to viral hepatitis because it can 

be treated and we have a vaccine for Hepatitis A and B,” she said.

28 July marks World Hepatitis Day – SANAC and key 

stakeholders held a webinar to mark the official launch of the

award-winning ‘Connecting with Care’ short film that shares 

insights into the benefits of reaching drug users with targeted 

interventions.

The interventions include providing them with sterile equipment to 

prevent the spread of viral hepatitis, HIV and other diseases through 

shared needles, syringes and other commodities. Rehabilitation 

programmes to get them off the streets and provide them with a safer 

environment prove beneficial in getting them to quit.

One of the themes that came out strongly during the engagement is 

the need to address stigma. All panelists were unanimous that stigma 

and the lack of access to health care are some of the biggest issues 

hampering progress in the response.

Dr. Mark Sonderup, a Hepatologist at the Liver Clinic of Groote Schuur 

Hospital is featured in the film, where he proclaims, “I think the biggest 

elephant in the room is stigma!”
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Goal 3 of the current National Strategic Plan stipulates that controlling the spread of HIV cannot be successful unless key and vulnerable populations 

such as drug users are reached with targeted interventions. These are words by the former SANAC Acting CEO, Ms. Coceka Nogoduka during the 

webinar. “Stigma and structural barriers present challenges that hamper progress in our response,” she said.

Ms. Nogoduka also added that, “In our quest to flatten the 

COVID - 19 curve, we unfortunately went off course in our HIV 

response efforts, including work on drug users.”

The Deputy Minister of the National Department of Social 

Development, the Hon. Hendrietta Bogopane-Zulu also 

participated in the discussion. She said that political will and 

a strong collaboration between government, civil society and 

development partners is key in designing interventions for drug 

users.

“The eThekwini Metro is a key demonstration of this fact,” she 

said alluding to the state-of-the-art rehabilitation facility provided 

by government in the city of Durban.

“Policy reforms are also seamless when there’s political will and 

partnership among key stakeholders,” added Bogopane-Zulu.
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Zooming in on Sexual Vulnerabilities of 
Adolescent Girls and Young Women
- Karabo Skosana

The South African National 

strategic plan 2017-2022 (NSP) 

recognizes that adolescent girls and 

young women are a key population 

that must be given special attention 

in HIV response efforts. Statistics still 

indicate that a large number of girls 

between the ages of 15 and 24 get 

infected with HIV every week.

In her monograph “A magnifying 

glass and a fine-tooth comb: 

understanding adolescent girls’ 

and young women’s sexual 

vulnerability”  Prof Mzikazi Nduna 

argues that although studies reveal that AGYW’s life conditions and 

experiences are substandard, some sexual and reproductive health rights 

interventions are designed and delivered with unchecked assumptions. 

Against this backdrop, the South African National AIDS Council hosted 

a hybrid dialogue with Prof. Nduna to discuss the monograph in detail. 

Young women from across the country joined in the discussion from a 

hotel in the East Rand while others joined virtually. 

Prof. Nduna began her address with a historical dissection of AGYW 

inequalities and vulnerabilities in South Africa. She asserted that South 

Africa’s colonial and apartheid past has contributed to women’s 

sexual vulnerability due to failed capitalist economies, tailor-made 

education systems, religious and moral influences that inform women’s 

lived realities of gender and racial inequality.

She further alluded that AGYW programmes have assumed a particular 

image of someone engaged in transactional and, or driven by material 

things, however, fail to appreciate that the driver of transactional sex is 

the cost of living. 

Prof. Nduna expressed that it’s problematic that when programmes 

are designed for young women, the image created is that of a clean, 

sanitised version that does not represent the majority of ordinary girls & 

young women. Also, it is often said that young girls should delay their 

sexual debut but fail to realise that quite often “sex happens”.

Ms. Coceka Nogoduka, former Acting SANAC CEO said that when 

interventions for girls are designed they should have young girls in 

mind, “We should engage them about their needs and not decide 

what should make them happy or enable them to thrive” argued 

Ms. Nogoduka. One of the young women who attended the dialogue 

said that, although it is important to focus on AGYW, young boys and 

men should not be left out in the conversation about the empowerment 

of young women. “These two co-exist so you cannot empower the other 

whilst neglecting the other, that’s counterproductive,” she said. 

18 year old Siposethu Mbetana from Northern Cape reflected on 

the monograph by saying that the journey for the liberation of young 

women’s sexual and reproductive health rights is still a challenge. “As 

women, we still need to fight to take up space or otherwise be rendered 

vulnerable in society.”

The webinar was a first of upcoming dialogues leading up to a Youth 

Summit in early 2021.

Coceka Nogoduka was the Moderator 
for the webinar

Prof. Mzikazi Nduna signing 
books for participants. 
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The Global Fund Additional Grant – A boost for
HIV and TB Response
- Nelson Dlamini

The South African National AIDS Council (SANAC) welcomed the approval 

of an additional multi-million rand grant from the Global Fund for corona virus 

response. The incremental grant of $36, 059, 867.00 (R636, 012, 034.39) 

has been approved to supplement the $369m signed over to South Africa for 

the period 2019 to 2022 for HIV, TB and Malaria response.

The new supplementary grant will finance COVID - 19 response through 

carefully designed interventions grouped through the following thematic areas:

•	 Mitigate the impact of COVID - 19 on HIV, TB and Malaria programmes

• Reinforce current COVID - 19 response

• Urgent improvements on health and community systems

Ms. Coceka Nogoduka, the former SANAC Acting CEO and 
Chairperson of the Global Fund Coordinating Mechanism, an 
administrative body of the Fund at country level, said South Africa has 
done ground-breaking work on TB and HIV through the continued 
support of the Global Fund. “Since its inception in 2001, the 
Global has invested more than $917 million in South Africa and this 
investment has assisted the country to fast track its programmes to 
address HIV and TB. To date, South Africa has the world’s largest 
HIV treatment programme with more than 4.5 million people receiving 
antiretroviral treatment,” said Ms. Nogoduka who received the 
commitment letter of the new grant from the Global Fund’s 
headquarters on Friday afternoon.

Recent data suggests that the corona virus pandemic is severely 

compromising HIV and TB response efforts. Fewer people are testing 

for HIV and or TB during the lockdown; others are failing to collect 

treatment. To SANAC, these issues raise concerns of an impending 

surge in new HIV and TB infections post COVID - 19. The Global 

Fund shares the same concerns hence the additional support.

“The COVID - 19 pandemic is rapidly spreading across the globe 

and threatens to derail HIV, TB and Malaria programmes, overwhelm 

community and health systems and cause significant morbidity and 

mortality,” said Mark Edington, Head of Grant Management Division 

for Global Fund HQ.

Over the next few weeks, the Global Fund Country Coordinating 

Mechanism Secretariat situated at SANAC, will continue to render its 

support and guidance to the Principal Recipients in the implementation 

of the new and existing grants. The added boost will indeed bring 

us closer to our goal of ending HIV and TB as public health threats, 

as well as to mitigate the impact of COVID - 19 on TB and HIV pro-

gramming.

“The incremental grant of $36, 059, 867.00 
(R636, 012, 034.39) has been approved to 

supplement the $369m signed over to 
South Africa for the period 2019 to 

2022 for HIV, TB and Malaria response.

Mark Edington, Head of Grants Division, 
Global Fund HQ
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Stigma Exacerbates Effects of COVID-19
- Karabo Skosana & Lifutso Motsieloa

The World Health Organisation defines stigma in a health 

perspective as the negative association between people who 

share certain characteristics of a certain disease. It further alludes 

that in an outbreak, such as the Corona virus pandemic, stigma 

leads to people being labelled, stereotyped, discriminated against, 

treated separately, and/or experience loss of status and friendships 

because of a perceived link of the disease with dying.

The novel corona virus has caught the world by surprise. It has 

ravaged the health systems of many countries even those countries 

with good health care systems. As it stands over 16 million people 

have been infected with the virus and a further 600 thousand have 

succumbed to it. Although these numbers could be higher as some 

people who are infected with the virus have not been identified. 

In South Africa there are many factors that lead to not finding these 

people such as shortage of health facilities capability and access, 

ignorance and naivety. However stigma that is linked to the virus might 

be the largest contributor. Many people fear being ostracized and 

shunned by their communities and even their loved ones. Stigma has 

also lead to the deaths of many people whereas they could have found 

help.

Studies in HIV showed that Stigma has a negative impact on 

people seeking and accessing health related services and disclosing to 

immediate family members and friends. This is specifically important in 

South Africa as the country has a high burden of people living with HIV 

with as many as 2 million still missing. 

This is particularly dangerous as it has been proven through 

numerous studies that people who have existing co-morbidities are more 

susceptible to the corona virus. In the midst of people’s vulnerabilities 

and reliance, stigma could lead to some people dying alone without 

seeking help especially during COVID - 19 lockdown. At the same 

time, others want to blame others that they infected them with corona 

virus yet we are in the midst of a pandemic.

We have been lucky in South Africa that we are now in the 8th month 

of COVID - 19 when other countries were hit from day 1 to 6 months 

and little was known.  Little is still known but a number of strategies 

have been applied, tried and tested while there is continuous research 

for a vaccine.

In the meantime what do we do? Prevention is key during

lockdown, through social distancing, and application of 

personal hygiene measures.  

Through their resilience, people have found ways to cope through 

practical home methods and remedies.

We’re in pandemic, stigma needs to stop!

“The novel corona virus has caught the world by 
surprise. It has ravaged the health systems of many 

countries even those countries with good health 
care systems. As it stands over 16 million people 
have been infected with the virus and a further 

600 thousand have succumbed to it.”
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Deputy President David Mabuza, 16 July 2020, convened and 

chaired the virtual meeting of the South African National AIDS 

Council (SANAC) Inter-Ministerial Committee. The meeting was aimed at 

deliberating on the mitigation of the impact of COVID - 19 on the HIV 

and TB response in South Africa.

The meeting follows the 23rd International AIDS Conference, held 

virtually from 6 – 10 July 2020 where South Africa participated under 

the theme “Resilience”.

Deliberations at the IMC meeting focused on measures to integrate a 

collective response to COVID - 19, HIV and TB pandemics.The state of 

the national HIV and TB epidemics during the COVID - 19 pandemic 

response, highlights challenges and interventions being made in the 

implementation of the National Strategic Plan 2017-2022.

The IMC also deliberated on challenges experienced due to the COVID 

- 19 pandemic, in terms of ensuring that there is no disruption of access 

to services for HIV and TB prevention and treatment by key populations.

Additionally, the meeting reiterated government’s determination to forge 

ahead with the work of responding to HIV and TB in order not to reverse 

the gains of the past two decades, taking into account the constraints 

that may be brought about by COVID - 19.

The meeting also acknowledged the COVID - 19 contributions from the 

United States Government and the Global Fund to fight TB, HIV and 

Malaria.

A resolution on the elevation and integration of communication to 

existing government communication in relation to COVID - 19, 

HIV and TB was reached. This seeks to address stigma and 

discrimination, which prevents people from disclosing their status and 

timeously seeking medical care and treatment.

“We have to leverage on opportunities presented by our focused 

response to COVID - 19. This includes the rollout of COVID - 19 contact 

tracing, screening and testing services as an opportunity for increasing 

HIV and TB screening and testing. In order to ensure that we meet the 

targets that we have set for ourselves in the fight against HIV and TB, 

we must move with speed and determination so that no lives are lost 

unnecessarily to these pandemics,” said Deputy President David 

Mabuza.

The meeting was attended by Minister and Deputy Minister of 

COGTA; Minister and Deputy Minister of Health; Minister and Deputy 

Minister in The Presidency; Minister and Deputy Minister of Justice and 

Constitutional Development; Minister and Deputy Minister of Sports, 

Arts and Culture; and Deputy Ministers of Social Development, Public 

Service and Administration, Basic Education, and Police.

SANAC IMC Resolves to Prioritise HIV & TB in
COVID-19 response
- Nelson Dlamini

Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC) Members
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The HR Hangout... 

Nelson Dlamini looks at ways to stay safe 
during the festive season

As we move towards what is arguably the most fun time of the year, we should be mindful of the fact that the coronavirus pandemic is still upon us 

and the reality of a second wave is palpable. To many, December comes with lots of social gatherings. This year however, these cannot go on as 

normal in light of the ongoing COVID - 19 pandemic. The reality of an upsurge that could plunge the country into a more devastating second wave 

is palpable if new infections recorded in recent weeks are anything to go by. 

Here are a few tips to stay safe during the merriments of the festive season:

 – remember that you still need to make rest stops

– especially if you intend to  use public transport 

where you have little control of the environment

1. When planning a road trip, stock up

 on essentials and padkos to avoid 

 unnecessary pit stops to buy supplies along 

 your route

2. Avoid travelling if it is not necessary 
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FIND US ON FACEBOOK AT:
www.facebook.com/
SANationalAIDSCouncil

FIND US ON TWITTER AT:
@SA_AIDSCOUNCIL

3. Avoid crowded spaces and rather chill

 at home with a small group of family and 

 close friends

5. Keep sanitisers handy and easily 

 accessible to everyone

4. Observe social distancing at all times

 when in the company of people you do not 

 live with

6. Self-quarantine if you have flu-like

 symptoms, just in case it’s a COVID - 19

 infection


