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Ms. Eva Kiwango (on the podium) delivering a message of support during the launch.

The South African National AIDS Council (SANAC) launched the National Youth HIV
Prevention Strategy and Campaign in Vhembe District, Limpopo on Thursday, 30 June. The
launch served as the culmination of all youth month activities.
The strategy will be driven through a robust communications campaign over a three-year
period from the year 2022 to 2025. It emphasises the need for youth-led approaches in the
development, coordination and operationalisation of key youth interventions.
The strategy also seeks to reach all young people in their diversity to ensure that adolescent
boys and young men, youth with disabilities and youth living with HIV are not left behind in
the country’s response to HIV, TB and STIs.
The development of the strategy has been guided by priorities outlined in various policy
documents such as the National Development Plan 2030, the National Adolescent and
Youth Health Policy, the current National Strategic Plan for HIV, TB and STIs: 2017 – 2022,
the National Youth Policy 2020 – 2030 as well as a robust youth-led consultative processes
coordinated by SANAC.
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For example, to communicate various messages, the term Zikhala
Kanjani can be used as follows:

“

The Deputy Minister of Health, Dr. Sibongiseni Dhlomo, provided
some background behind the strategy ad campaign,

“

-

Zikhala Kanjani without a condom?
To encourage condom use

-

Zikhala Kanjani without testing for HIV?
To encourage HIV testing

-

Zikhala Kanjani ungawaphuzi amaphilisi?
To encourage treatment adherence

-

Zikhala Kanjani unga vaccinate-ile?
To encourage COVID-19 vaccination

-

Zikhala Kanjani ungekho grand?
To encourage mental health

The launch was attended by various SANAC inter-Ministerial Committee
Ministers and Deputy Ministers alongside representatives from the Office
of the Premier in Limpopo, SANAC Civil Society Chairperson, Ms. Steve
Letsike, UNAIDS-SA Country Director Ms. Eva Kiwango among others.

Several lessons have been drawn
from various studies, evaluations and
assessments of current programmes
targeting predominantly AGYW. The
outcomes of these are unanimous in
identifying the need for integrated
programming to address the needs of
adolescents and young people in their
diversity. Working hand-in-hand with the
youth, we are here to take a critical step
step towards ensuring that young people
are seen and heard when it comes to their
HIV prevention, sexual & reproductive
health and, socio-economic needs...

Deputy Minister of Health,
Dr. Sibongiseni Dhlomo

The launch was held at Mdavula Stadium and attended
by leadership from government, Amakhosi, civil society,
development partners and the youth.
Guided by the leadership of young people, the strategy will be
implemented through a robust communications campaign under the
theme “Zikhala Kanjani?” which utilises and embraces the informal
colloquial language of young people. The Nguni term loosely asks
the question, how is something happening without a particular act or
process having taken place.

SANAC Youth Sector Leader, Oagile Louw.
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South Africa Welcomes Over R8,8 Billion Grant From
the Global Fund for HIV & TB Response
- Nelson Dlamini

The four Principal Recipients are seated in front. The back row features the Minister of Health, the SANAC Co-Chair, the
SANAC CEO and other senior officials during the signing ceremony held at GCIS offices in Pretoria.
The South African National AIDS Council (SANAC) recently facilitated the signing of the new Global Fund grant valued over R8,8 billion for the
next three-year cycle for HIV and TB response at GCIS offices in Pretoria.
At country level, the grant is administered through a structure known as the Global Fund Country Coordinating Mechanism (GF-CCM) which is
chaired by the SANAC CEO, Dr. Thembisile Xulu and, is co-chaired by a SANAC Civil Society Forum Deputy Chairperson, Mr. Solly Nduku.
The GF-CCM is a multi-stakeholder structure mandated by the Global Fund to oversee grant implementation and features representatives from
government, civil society, development partners and the private sector.
The Global Fund has approved an amount of US$546,766,625 for the period April 2022 – March 2025, which will continue to support the
HIV programme and expand the Tuberculosis programme in South Africa.
In his capacity as the Chairperson of SANAC, Deputy President David Mabuza delegated the Minister of Health Dr. Joe Phaahla to officiate
the signing ceremony.
Speaking at the ceremony, the SANAC Co-Chairperson Ms. Steve
Letsike said COVID-19 threatened gains made in the country’s
response efforts to HIV and TB, “As we celebrate 20 years of impact
of the Global Fund, we celebrate the 44 million lives saved, some of
whom are here with us today! This is indeed an achievement worth
celebrating. When we met to sign the previous grant three years
ago, no one could have anticipated the devastation that would be
suffered under COVID-19 – threatening to reverse all the gains we
have made in responding to HIV and TB.”
The Chairperson of the SANAC Trust Board, Mr. Bonolo Ramokhele
delivered closing remarks and thanked the Global Fund for the
continued support and said the CCM Secretariat housed within the
Trust will continue to render support, “We thank the Global Fund
for the continued support for over twenty years. We welcome the
significant increased allocation in this new grant as well as the
retention of the current Principal Recipients. The addional support will
enable them to improve programme design and implementaion for
better outcomes. As done with previous and current PRs, the Global
Fund CCM housed within the the SANAC Trust will continue to render
support needed by PRs to successfully implement programmes.”

The co-chairs of the Global Fund SA CCM, Mr. Solly Nduku
and Dr. Thembisile Xulu
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Key ambassadors from countries that are both contributors and
beneficiaries of the Global Fund, such as France, United States of
America, Senegal and the European Union. Heads of development
partner agencies such as UNAIDS-SA were all represented.
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The Development of South Africa’s New HIV, TB &
STIs Plan Underway
- Nelson Dlamini

The South African National AIDS Council (SANAC) has officially commenced the process of developing the new National Strategic Plan (NSP)
for HIV, TB and STIs for the period 2023-2028 through provincial, national, targeted and sector-specific consultations.

Leigh-Ann van der Merwe from the LGBTI Sector during the Eastern Cape leg of the NSP Consultations.
The NSP is a five-year national strategy on how the country should
respond to the HIV, TB and STIs epidemics. It contributes to the National
Development Plan and ultimately, the greater Sustainable Development
Goals of the United Nations. SANAC carries the national mandate
to coordinate the drafting of the strategy by bringing together all
sectors of society such as government, civil society, business, scientists,
development partners, researchers and ordinary South Africans. The
current NSP for the period 2017-2022 is currently under evaluation
whilst the country continues to implement the Catch-Up Plans designed
to mitigate against the effects of COVID-19 on HIV and TB programmes.
The current NSP under review had bold and ambitious targets such as
to reduce new HIV infections from 270 000 to less than 100 000
per year; reduce TB infections from 450 000 to less than 315 000
per year, as well as to accelerate the country towards meeting the
UNAIDS 90-90-90 targets, which called on countries to ensure that,
by December 2030, 90% of people living with HIV know their status,
90% of those infected are on sustained treatment and, 90% of those
on treatment are virally supressed. South Africa only met the first 90
by December 2020, however, the figures have continued to improve
since then. The ongoing implementation of the NSP Catch-Up Plans
seek to help the country meet these targets so it could work towards
the new 95-95-95 targets.

After all the provincial and targeted consultations are done, a
multisectoral national consultation inclusive of all SANAC structures will
commence, following which, the first draft of the NSP will be compiled
for public comment. The draft will be disseminated through various
mechanisms and made available on an accessible online platform.
Running parallel to the entire process of consultations will be an online
survey for those unable to attend any of the physical consultations.
The complete strategy is to be endorsed by SANAC structures before
being tabled to cabinet for approval. The official launch will be in
March 2023 and will be led by Deputy President David Mabuza in
his capacity as the chairperson of SANAC.

Drawing lessons from consultations of previous NSPs, there is strong
emphasis to solicit as much community voices as possible to ensure
that no one is left behind. Placing communities at the centre of the
response remains a priority. SANAC structures in provinces are working
tirelessly to ensure that each provincial consultation follows a bottomup approach and is fully inclusive. Upon conclusion of the provincial
consultations, there will be targeted consultations with specific sectors
such as key and vulnerable populations (sex workers / drug users etc.),
media and development partners to mention a few.

The Eastern Cape leg of the consultations.
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Civil Society Forum Holds National Lekgotla 2022
- Nthateng Mhlambiso

In the build-up to the Civil Society Forum (CSF)’s National Lekgotla, which took place on17 to 19 July 2022, the National CSF Coordinating
Committee conducted visits to all 9 South African provinces to support CSF leadership, at provincial, district and local spheres, shape discussions
for the event and present an election roadmap for new leadership in alignment with the new National Strategic Plan (NSP) on HIV and AIDS,
TB and STI’s 2023 -2028.

The SANAC CSF Lekgotla currently in session.
The CSF’s term of office for all structures, national, provincial, districts
and local are coming to an end by 2022, and this means that all
CSF sectors and coordinating structures must have elected their new
leadership by the end of this year.
This will pave way for the National CSF meeting, to be attended
by sector leaders and provincial chairs, to elect the National
Coordinating Committee leaders by end February 2023, so that
the newly elected leaders can be introduced by the outgoing CSF
Chairperson, Steve Letsike, and Coordinating Committee at the Launch
of the new NSP 2023 – 2028 at the occasion of the World TB Day
2023 Commemoration event.
The CSF made a resolution, at the last Civil Society Quarterly Review
Meeting held on 02-03 March 2022, that a National Lekgotla be
held before end of June 2022 as part of CSF strategy to strengthen the
governance and coordination of civil society across CSF spheres, in
particular, the standardisation of CSF governance and implementation
of the CSF election roadmap.
Due to changing context and realities on the ground, the date for the
National CSF Lekgotla was postponed to17 - 19 July 2022.
The three-day CSF lekgotla event was held at Emperor’s Palace in
Johannesburg - South Africa, as a policy conference which seeks
to coordinate the voices and participation of civil society structures
at key platforms, renew the mandate of SANAC CSF, and ensure
prioritisation of local efforts in the National HIV and AIDS, TB and STI’s
response in the country.
Leaders from all 18 Civil Society Sectors, including SANAC CSF’s
National Coordinating Committee members, provincial, district and
local Chairs from all 9 South African provinces were in attendance,
led by SANAC Co-Chair Cde Steve Letsike.

SANAC Civil Society Chairperson, Steve Letsike (Left) and the
sign language interpreter (Right).
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Gauteng Youth Conference
- Simangaliso Motsepe

One of the officials leading a prayer session and candle lighting at the conference.
The Gauteng Provincial Council on AIDS (PCA) hosted a Youth
Conference in early June to showcase and review existing HIV
prevention, treatment and care programmes in the province and to give
young people an opportunity to be involved in developing strategies
for HIV, TB, STIs and COVID-19.

The conference had breakaway sessions to deliberate on confronting
violence in young people, reducing new HIV infections, mental health,
orphans vulnerable children and youth (OVCY), the impact of COVID19 on service delivery, leaving no youth behind and economic
empowerment. Deeper discussions were also held on safer sex/
condom use, PrEP and PEP and the challenge of TB among young
people

About 200 young people attended the conference held in
Johannesburg’s East Rand where sectors such as the child sector, youth
in the women’s sector, youth in the men’s sector, youth who are in
faith-based organisations, youth in the traditional health practitioners’
sector, health professionals, youth living with HIV, youth in the LGBTQI+
sector and others were all represented.
One of the delegates was a young man, Mr. Phathutshedzo
Netshimboni, the founder and owner of a condom brand called “Raw
Pleasure”, he said inspiring and empowering young people through
entrepreneurship is his ultimate passion. He further encouraged the
youth to not only focus on the challenges of unemployment but explore
business ideas and persevere regardless of how difficult it is to execute
their vision.
Premier of Gauteng, the Hourable David Makhura said during his
address, “This conference was a response to the exclusion of youth
on issues affecting their wellbeing in policies relating to their health.
This conference is aimed to give the younger generation a podium
to deliberate on challenges and plans of action in the province’s
response to HIV/AIDS, STIs, TB, GBV and COVID 19. The considered
plans of action will focus on youth-centred and youth-led approaches
from each district to scale up our response to their needs.”
The SANAC Civil Society Chairperson of Gauteng, Mr. Oupa
Shumeni attended and encouraged young people to be more involved
in the development of the country’s National Strategic Plan for HIV, TB
and STIs, “Whilst youth should respond actively and positively to all
the challenges discussed here today, it is unfortunate that most young
people are not familiar with the National Strategic Plan for HIV, TB,
and STIs. A new NSP from 2023 -2028 is in the pipeline, we need
the participation of young people,” said Shumeni.

Gauteng Premier, Hon. David Makhura.
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The Black Womxn Caucus Celebrates its 5th
Anniversary
- Simangaliso Motsepe

The Black Womxn Caucus recently celebrated its 5th anniversary with SANAC supporting the occasion alongside Soul City, Black Child is
Possible, Revolutionary Movement and the South African domestic Workers Union among others. The anniversary was held at the Danie van Zyl
Recreation Centre, Newlands, Johannesburg.

One of the Caucus leaders, Jane Chikwado (right) and the day’s Programme Director, Thato Mputhi (left).
Women from the Kathrada Informal Settlement gathered in numbers
to support the anniversary and marched through the streets bearing
placards highlighting women’s struggles especially gender-based
violence. The South African Police Services (SAPS) attended the
celebration and said they’ve been supporting the movement by
providing protection during their various advocacy activities, including
marches.

opened for the communities over the 5 years in communities of Orange
Farm, Soweto, Cosmo City and Tembisa. We are looking forward to
engaging other locations and open more branches.”
The occasion began with a march and ended with a lot of singing
and dancing by members of the Caucus, stakeholders and community
members who were in attendance.

Ms. Jane Chikwado from the Caucus said during her address, “We
have been advocating for survival within our communities with the
#BerekaMosadi and the advocacy is slowly paying off as we can see
some reduction in cases of gender-based violence in our communities
and we believe that the stats will remain low.”
Another member of the Caucus, Ms Kgomotso Mwale said, “It has
been so empowering to engage both women and men about the
importance of ending gender-based violence in the community. We
are excited to have expanded the sector by having more branches

The celebration was preceded with a march on
the morning of the event.

One of the leaders of the Caucus, Kgomotso Mwale.
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Enhancing Capacity to Document and Respond to
Human Rights Violations Exacerbated by COVID-19
- Nthateng Mhlambiso

Katlego Rasebitse, National Sex Worker Leader at the workshop.
From 6 to10 June 2022 – the SANAC Civil Society Forum held a refresher training for coordinators and mobilisers who are part of the
“Communities in Partnership for Human Rights” and the “Communities Matter” programmes implemented by the CSF, funded by the European
Union and Global Fund.
Over 50 participants, from 5 provinces, where the programmes are implemented, attended the training which deep-dived into the definitions of
human rights violations, including gender and equality, sexual and gender-based violence, diversity and sexual and reproductive justice as well
as the Covid-19 Prevention strategies.
The training also looked at the role of civil society in districts, legal guidance on following up of cases, the role of Chapter 9 institutions as well
as the communications plans to be implemented throughout the programmes as outlined in the EU communications and visibility plan. A preview
of the “Communities Matter App”, for documenting human rights violations, was presented to the participants so that they get a sense of its look
and feel, as it is currently under construction.
The overall goal of these programmes is to strengthen community-led responses to mitigate the socio – economic impact of COVID-19 on
human rights and gender equality, including inequality and discrimination based on sex, gender and gender identity and expression of key and
vulnerable populations.
This is done through building and enhancing capacity of CSOs, CBOs and networks staff, in particular the ones of the subgrantees, by proving
Human Rights trainings, tools and support to facilitate community engagements and actions.
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Gauteng TB Caucus Launch
- Matsiliso Sopoli

Gauteng Provincial TB Caucus was successfully launched on 23
March 2022 during the provincial commemoration of World TB Day
2022. Gauteng Health MEC Dr. Nomathemba Mokgethi delivered
the official address during the launch.
Among the members of the Provincial Legislature that participated in the
launch and World TB Day commemoration were Dr Bandile Masuku,
Dr Rebecca Phaladi-Digamela, Hon. Sizakele Nkosi-Malobane under
the leadership of the speaker of the legislature Dr. Ntombi Mekgwe
among other members.
The health MEC emphasized the importance of political involvement in
the fight against TB and the involvement of communities in improving
health. This was a community event held in Sebokeng with nongovernmental organizations, government departments, community
members, policy makers, politicians and development partners in
attendance.
In his address at the national 2022 World TB Day commemoration
held in Northern Cape, SANAC Chairperson, Deputy President David
Mabuza alluded to the progress made by Gauteng Province in the
launch of their TB Caucus and he also acknowledged the work done
by the Limpopo Province as well.
The members of the co-ordinating committee signed the Gauteng
Province TB Caucus version of the Barcelona Declaration committing
to the work of the Caucus, as shown in the picture below. The members
of Gauteng Provincial Legislature expressed interest and keenness in
actively being involved in the work of the TB Caucus.

The Gauteng Provincial TB Caucus Declaration
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North West PCA Gets Back on Track
- Lebowa Malaka

Premier of the North West, Hon. Bushy Maape (Left) and another official.
After its disestablishment in 2014, the North West PCA was relaunched
by Deputy President David Mabuza in his capacity as the Chairperson
of SANAC. The process towards the reestablishment of the NW PCA
was led by the NW MEC of Health, Madoda Sambatha who was
assigned this role by the former Premier Prof Job Mokgoro and his
provincial cabinet.

co-chair of the PCA (Mr Pinampi Maano). The MECs are attending
the PCA meetings. All District AIDS Councils have been established
and the Premier committed to engaging the Mayors to lead their AIDS
Councils. There is now so much optimism on the HIV, TB and STIs
response in the province and the Premier has made a commitment to
support the PCA in order to improve its functionality.

The process was a result of long advocacy call by the SANAC Civil
Society and the adoption of a position by SANAC Plenary to persuade
the province to re-establish its PCA. The reestablishment was supported
and closely monitored by the SANAC Secretariat.
Since its relaunch, the PCA like every other new structure, went through
phases of development. Despite the then Premier’s demonstration for
Political will and support for the PCA, there were several intersectoral
differences that affected the progress of the PCA. These issues set the
PCA off track and stole hope away from the PCA members and the
communities again.
However, the arrival of the new Chairperson of the NW PCA, Premier
Bushy Maape, hope has been restored to the people of the NW
including members of the PCA. As described by the members of the
AIDS Council and his political associates, Premier Maape is a humble
leader who is willing to listen and has a heart for people. His takeover
of the AIDS Council was met with a baptism of fire as a result of
long-standing challenges predating him, SANAC however, through the
leadership of the SANAC CEO, Dr. Thembisile Xulu, ensured that the
Premier was well prepared.
Under his stewardship as chairperson of the PCA, the NW PCA has
made exceptional progress. Civil Society is organized and for the first
time since the relaunch of the PCA, CSF has its own plan. The PCA
is convening regularly as expected with the Premier co-chairing the
meetings with the Civil Society elected chairperson, who is also a
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SANAC Mourns the Death of SANAC Trustee,
Dr. Namane Magau
- Nelson Dlamini

SANAC Trust lost one of its Board Members, the esteemed Dr. Namane
Magau who passed away at her Johannesburg home on 22 May.
The Deputy President Mabuza had recently appointed Dr. Magau
as a trustee where she played a key role in the implementation of
a turnaround strategy towards a sustainable funding model for the
SANAC Trust – a role she played with passion and dedication till the
end.
An ardent scholar, Dr. Magau obtained her doctorate from Harvard
University where she also served on its Board for Educational Review.
She was a specialist in human resources, education, women’s
development and served in various capacities and roles for several
well-regarded institutions. These include the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR), the South African Broadcasting Corporation
(SABC) and the former University of Durban-Westville (now UKZN).
She also participated in the development of national strategies such
as the Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP) after South
Africa’s democratic transition.
The SANAC Chairperson, Deputy President David Mabuza said Dr.
Magau was a indeed a great loss to the Trust and Council, “We are
grateful and indebted as a country to Dr Magau for the immense
contribution she made in advancing our development aspirations. She
selflessly used her skills broadly in a number of developmental roles,
thereby making South Africa a better place. Her passing leaves a
great void in the SANAC family, especially now as we intensify our
policy-in-action efforts towards ending HIV and TB as public health
threats in our country,” said the Deputy President.
The chairperson of the Board of Trustees, Mr. Bonolo Ramokhele
echoed the sentiments of the SANAC Chair:

Chairperson of the Board of Trustees, Mr. Bonolo Ramokhele
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“

“

Our time with Dr. Namane may have been quite limited in the Board, however, her
invaluable contribution and presence will sustain us for years to come. As a young
leader you need people of her calibre in your corner, and I am incredibly saddened
to be robbed of her so soon. On behalf of the Board, I’d like to register our sincere
condolences to the family, friends and colleagues of Dr. Namane. May her gifted
soul rest in eternal peace...
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Your voice matters!

Take part in our national health survey
and let your voice be heard
You are part of a few families in your community that have been selected to take part in the upcoming national HIV
and Behaviour Survey conducted by the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC). The survey will collect information
that will build healthier and better communities. It is voluntary to participate, and your information is kept private.
It will take approximately 45 minutes and be conducted in a language of your choice. The survey is celebrating its
20th year of contributing to health policies in South Africa.
@SABSSM6
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